
 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 15 

Report NPA21/22-33 

 

Report to South Downs National Park Authority 

Date   19 May 2022 

By Grant Thornton (External Audit) 

Title of Report Value for Money – Auditor’s Annual Report 2020/21 

Note 

 

The Authority is recommended to: 

1. Receive and consider the Value for Money – Auditor’s Annual Report 2020/21  

 

1. Value for Money – Auditor’s Annual Report 2020/21 

1.1 The Code of Audit Practice issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) requires the 

authority’s external auditor to provide a separate Value for Money (VfM) assessment from 

the main audit of the statement of accounts. This is a new requirement for 2020/21 

onwards, in which we are required to consider whether the authority has in place proper 

arrangements to ensure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the use of its resources. 

There is no longer a requirement to provide a binary qualified/unqualified VfM conclusion. 

Instead we report in more detail on the authority’s arrangements, together with any key 

recommendations on any significant weaknesses in arrangements identified during the audit.  

1.2 The report sets out the work that we have undertaken to assess the arrangements the 

Authority have in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the use of its 

resources; with particular focus on risks in respect of financial sustainability, governance 

arrangements and improving economy, efficiency and effectiveness.  

1.3 No significant weaknesses in the Authority’s arrangements have been identified. In reporting 

this outcome, we have made 3 improvement recommendations (these are advisory and not 

mandated) which are summarised below: 

Recommendation Management Response 

Financial Sustainability 

Consider expanding the detail of 

reporting on the capital programme 

within regular budget reporting while 

there is a larger and more challenging 

programme being undertaken. 

 

The Authority’s regular budget monitoring 

reporting in 2021/22 to Policy & Resources 

Committee now includes more details of the 

capital investment programme.  The capital 

programme monitoring reporting will be 

refined and developed in 2022/23 to reflect the 

ongoing and substantial programme of capital 

investment in Seven Sisters Country Park. 
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Recommendation Management Response 

Governance 

Introduce annual self-assessment 

effectiveness reviews for the Policy and 

Resources Committee. 

 

 

The Authority is considering - at its meeting in 

May 2022 - the inclusion of a Policy and 

Resources Committee away day in the meeting 

cycle (April/May each year) to enable the 

members of the Committee to meet informally 

to discuss its work and consider its annual 

review of effectiveness. This will form a part of 

the annual review to be presented at a formal 

meeting of the Committee through the Annual 

Governance Statement. 

Improving economy, efficiency and 

effectiveness 

Establish a more detailed Procurement 

Policy with increased coverage of how 

officers should carry out contract 

management in a standardised 

framework. 

 

The Authority believes that the existing 

governance arrangements and operational 

management framework (for example; contract 

standing orders) provide sufficient reassurance 

that procurement of services and management 

of contracts is robust across the Authority. 

1.4 In addition, we have considered how the Authority had responded to the challenges and 

risks of COVID-19. Again, no significant weaknesses in the Authority’s VfM arrangements for 

responding to the pandemic were identified. 

 

GRANT THORNTON 

External Auditor 

South Downs National Park Authority 

Contact Officer:  Andy Conlan, Manager 

Tel:    020 7728 2492 

Email:    andy.n.conlan@uk.gt.com 

Appendices  1. Auditor’s Annual Report 2020/21 
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