
 

 

  

 

  

 Agenda Item 13 

Report NPA21/22-10 

Report to South Downs National Park Authority  

Date 21 October 2021 

By Grant Thornton (External Audit) 

Title of Report 

Note 

External Audit - Audit Results Report 2020/21 

  

Recommendation:  

That the Authority receive and consider the findings as set out in the 2020/21 Audit 

Results Report. 

1. External Audit – Audit Results Report 

1.1 The National Audit Office’s Code of Audit Practice (the Code) requires us to report to 

those charged with governance on the work we have carried out to discharge our statutory 

audit responsibilities together with any governance issues identified. Our Audit Results 

Report summarises the findings of the 2020/21 audit, which has now concluded, and all 

outstanding queries have been resolved satisfactorily with no implications for the Statement 

of Accounts. Our signed audit opinion can be issued when the Statement of Accounts and 

Letter of Representation are signed by the Authority. 

1.2 Note that the National Audit Office have revised the deadline for the completion of Value 

for Money work, so that this work is separate from the audit of the financial statements. 

This now needs to be completed within 3 months of the completion of the financial 

statements audit. We plan to issue our Auditor’s Annual Report by December 2021. 

 

GRANT THORNTON  

External Auditor 

South Downs National Park Authority 

 

Contact Officer: Andy Conlan - Manager 

Tel: 020 7728 2492 

email: Andy.n.conlan@uk.gt.com  

Appendices: 1. External Audit Progress Report and Sector Update 
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Net pension 

liability –

£559.4m

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Assumption Actuary Value PwC range Assessment

Discount rate 2.05% 1.95-2.05%

Pension increase rate 2.80% 2.8-2.85%

Salary growth 3.30% 2.85-3.85%

Life expectancy – Males currently aged 45 / 65 22.1/23.1 years 20.4 -22.71

21.8 -24.3

Life expectancy – Females currently aged 45 / 65 24.4/26.1 years 23.2 – 24.9

25.2 – 26.7
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Transparency report 2020 
(grantthornton.co.uk)
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https://www.grantthornton.co.uk/globalassets/1.-member-firms/united-kingdom/pdf/annual-reports/transparency-report-2020.pdf
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After discussion and challenge with the professional valuer and 

management around the level of uncertainty intrinsic to the valuation of land 

and buildings, the material uncertainty disclosure was removed. 

✓

Various minor amendments to the disclosures in the accounts to improve 

the presentation of the financial statements. 

✓
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