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 Agenda Item 14  

Report PR20/21-44 

Report to Policy & Resources Committee  

Date 29 April 2021 

By Grant Thornton (External Auditor) 

Title of Report 

(Note) 

External Audit Plan 2020/21 

  

Recommendation: That the Committee: 

1) Considers the External Audit Plan 2020/21. 

1. Audit Plan 2020/21 

1.1 The 2020/21 External Audit Plan sets out how we intend to carry out our responsibilities as 

your external auditor. It covers the work we plan to perform in order to provide the 

Authority with: 

- Our audit opinion on whether the Authority’s financial statements give a true and fair 

view of the financial position as at 31 March 2021 and the income and expenditure 

account for the year then ended; and 

- A statutory conclusion around whether the body has put in place proper arrangements 

to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

1.2 The report summarises our assessment of the key risks which drive the development of an 

effective audit for the Authority, and outlines our planned audit strategy in response to 

those risks. 

1.3 The report also highlights significant developments in the Code of Audit Practice and 

updated International Standards on Auditing (ISA) effective for this year, specifically;  

- the National Audit Office has introduced a new Code of Audit Practice which comes 

into effect from audit year 2020/21. The new Code has introduced a revised approach 

to the audit of Value for Money (VFM) which represents a significantly revised approach 

for this work; 

- the Financial Reporting Council issued an updated ISA (UK) 540 (revised): Auditing 

Accounting Estimates and Related Disclosures, coming into effect from audit year 

2020/21, which includes significant enhancements in respect of the audit risk assessment 

process for accounting estimates. 

1.4 We have also reported the logistics planned for the delivery of the audit, along with the 

impacts of sector developments on the audit fee for 2020/21.  

GRANT THORNTON  

External Auditor 

South Downs National Park Authority 
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The Covid-19 pandemic has presented all local authorities, including National Park Authorities, with unprecedented 

challenges on service delivery. These challenges are wide ranging, but include:

- new pressures on officers in adapting to working remotely, including moving systems and processes to wholly remote 

delivery;

- a significant reduction in visitors to the park, and necessary ceasing and/or reduction in activities which would have 

been significantly contributed to by the Park’s volunteers due to national/local lockdowns;

- additional pressure on the Authority’s streams of revenue outside of the main grant, including planning revenues, with 

the impact of the pandemic on economic activities which would have maintained momentum for these revenue 

streams;

- a delay in strategic activities which had been mapped out in the Corporate Plan 2020-25

The combination of the pandemic with the country’s departure from the EU and consequent on support for farming and 

the rural economy make this a time of upheaval for National Parks. 

The Authority has continued to work on 5 key overarching strategic priorities in the Corporate Plan, while planning to 

address national funding risks by the development of other revenues streams. The transfer of the freehold and 

responsibility for the Seven Sisters Country Park represents a key opportunity in the 2021/22 year in contributing to the 

Authority’s delivery of the strategic priorities, diversifying income and ensuring the Authority becomes more sustainable. 

The Authority plans to set up a commercial arm (a Teckal company, wholly owned and controlled by the Authority, but 

financially independent)  which will take on the ongoing management of the Country Park, including commercial activities 

and the planning and operation of subsequent phases of development of the Park.
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