
Our South Downs Education Network
learning@southdowns.gov.uk



The network 
offers…
Curriculum-linked sessions and activities that cover: 
• Food and farming
• Wildlife and habitats
• Human history
• Art and literature
• Cultural heritage
• Health and wellbeing
• Adventurous activities
• Residential trips
(not currently possible)



Learning 
Outside the 
Classroom
Pupils (and staff) can benefit from:
• new environments and perspectives
• exposure to a wider range of career opportunities
• dynamic learning environments
• exposure to nature
• hands-on learning opportunities



Making the 
most of it
Where to go for more information
• South Downs National Park website

– www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning
– learning@southdowns.gov.uk

• Outdoor Education Advisors at your local education authority
– Brighton & Hove, Paula.Greening@brighton-hove.gov.uk, 01273 293642
– East Sussex, Leanne.Bentley@eastsussex.gov.uk, 01273 482522
– West Sussex, Simon.Whitmore@westsussex.gov.uk, 03302 227009
– Hampshire, outdoor.education@hants.gov.uk, 01962 876218

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/learning
mailto:learning@southdowns.gov.uk
mailto:Paula.Greening@brighton-hove.gov.uk
mailto:Leanne.Bentley@eastsussex.gov.uk
mailto:Simon.Whitmore@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:outdoor.education@hants.gov.uk


Session aims

• Increased understanding of how food is produced 
and grown on the farm

• Increased appreciation of how farming is carefully 
managed to care for the environment

• Increased awareness of how farming and the 
countryside can enhance teaching across the school 
curriculum



What is LEAF 
Education?

www.leafuk.org/education/for-teachers



Farming in 
action

www.parkfarmavington.co.uk



Farming in your school 
grounds

The value of learning outside the classroom has 
been recognised by the Department for Education 
(DfE) with the publication of the Learning Outside 
the Classroom Manifesto, which opens with the 
following statement: “We believe that every young 
person should experience the world beyond the 
classroom as an essential part of learning and 
personal development, whatever their age, ability 
or circumstances.”

https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/629
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/629


Farming in your school 
grounds

There is a strong case for using school grounds to re-engage 
young people with the natural world and its processes, 
giving young people a greater understanding of plants and 
animals while importantly improving motivation, behaviour, 
attitudes and values, and raising achievement as an 
essential part of a strategy for school improvement….
• Improve academic achievement 
• Improve young people’s attitudes to learning 
• Make learning more engaging and relevant to young 
people 
• Reduce behaviour problems and improve attendance 
• Stimulate, inspire and improve motivation 
• Develop active citizens and stewards of the environment 
• Nurture creativity



  e 



www.countrysideclassroom.org.
uk

www.parkfarmavington.co.uk



Farming in your 
school grounds

Arable

Conservation

Livestock

What would 
a Farmer do?



Arable farming in your 
school grounds

Soil is the most important
resource for any farmer:
• Use scientific methods to

assess the soil at school
• Is it the same everywhere?
• Compare with other types
• What lives in the soil and

why?
• How do Farmers care for the

soil?
• Make your own soil
• Use soil to create artwork

https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1214
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1214
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1233
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1233


Arable farming in your 
school grounds

Grow your own cards

Get growing –
information sheet

LNFYS – Marvellous mini fields

https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/702
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/702
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/697
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/697
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources?search=mini+fields
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources?search=mini+fields


Arable farming in your school 
grounds

https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/787
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/787
https://www.nationalfruitshow.org.uk/education
https://www.nationalfruitshow.org.uk/education
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/799
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/799


Livestock farming in your school 
grounds

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/629
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/629
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1379
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1379
https://youtu.be/M5zxuVvHTis
https://youtu.be/M5zxuVvHTis
https://www.flickr.com/photos/skyfire/8216545617/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/storage/resource/downloads/2d4c5d5e-23b8-4862-8b56-2a14f73ffe1b/original/compost-bottles.pdf
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/storage/resource/downloads/2d4c5d5e-23b8-4862-8b56-2a14f73ffe1b/original/compost-bottles.pdf


Conservation in your 
school grounds

https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activities
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activities
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/storage/resource/downloads/76f00670-2161-4890-a95a-553b1c6fe9a0/original/meadow-id-guide-plantlife.pdf
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/storage/resource/downloads/76f00670-2161-4890-a95a-553b1c6fe9a0/original/meadow-id-guide-plantlife.pdf
https://www.cotswoldseeds.com/
https://www.cotswoldseeds.com/
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/storage/resource/downloads/d38b50db-5a84-4a1d-9ea1-117d524c104f/original/farming-and-wildlife.pdf
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/storage/resource/downloads/d38b50db-5a84-4a1d-9ea1-117d524c104f/original/farming-and-wildlife.pdf


What would a 
farmer do?

https://leafuk.org/farming/integrated-farm-management
https://leafuk.org/farming/integrated-farm-management


What’s next?
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