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Longbury Hill Wood 
This is an area of dense pine, mature woodland and Rhododendron, and is situated in the 
Heath Common ward of the historic parish (originally the late Saxon Estate) of Washington. It 
extends approximately 10 hectares (Appendix 1), enclosed by the large wooded gardens of 
residential properties to the east, Hampers Lane bridleway to the west, a long access track to 
Rosebay Cottage to the south and Rock Road to the north (Appendix 2). 
 
Heath Common lies in the north-west corner of the parish, on Lower Greensand, and Longbury 
Hill marks the area with two summits. The Anglo-Saxon Washington charters of 947 and 963 
both name it as ‘Benna’s Hill’ or ‘Tumulus’ (Appendix 3), and remains of what is believed to be 
the ancient boundary-bank is partly visible in the woodland just south of the access track to 
Rosebay Cottage (Appendix 4), and which is a uniquely surviving feature. It is one of several 
sections of earthwork bank discovered in the parish and which is the subject of an academic 
paper in the Sussex Archaeological Collections 143 (2005) by Emeritus Professor Robin Milner-
Gulland. More significantly, a surviving stretch of embanked and ditched Roman road half a 
mile to the east, which later formed part of the same ancient boundary, was designated a 
scheduled Ancient Monument in 2017 (Historic England, List entry number: 1448051) 
(Appendix 5) 
 
The modern housing of Heath Common and earlier sand-working, as well as pine trees, now 
encroach on the eastern summit of Longbury Hill. This remains a prominent landmark, on 
which philanthropist Vera Pragnell installed a calvary in the 1920s (Appendix 6). It symbolised 
the free association of individuals who lived in the surrounding land, purchased by Vera to 
create a ‘back to the land community’.  The western summit of mainly plantation Scots pine 
and mixed broadleaf woodland, with good views, lies just outside the defined Built-Up area. In 
late 2017, a felling licence for the pine crop was granted, but in the 50 years it was left 
unmanaged, the trees and Rhododendron became a significant valued landscape feature and is 
common to the locality (Appendix 7). 
 
Aside from its historic and cultural value, the privately-owned woodland provides a tranquil 
‘green’ corridor between the public highway of Rock Road, and the quiet lanes and bridleways 
of Heath Common, and an effective sound barrier against traffic noise from the nearby A24. It 
also forms part of an attractive habitat for a wide range of birds and wildlife, closely situated 
between Warren Hill, owned by the National Trust, and Sandgate Park, itself a designated Site 
of Special Scientific Interest. Data from the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre (Appendix 8) 
record sightings of 150 protected and designated species within 0.5km of the area. Three 
ponds exist within 500m of the woodland, and are well connected to the site, indicating that 
the protected Great Crested Newt Triturus Cristatus, could potentially be using it as a 
terrestrial habitat (Appendix 9). A juvenile female of the species was sighted in nearby Georges 
Lane, and reported to the Records Centre in December 2017 (Appendix 10).  
 
The woodland is regarded as an integral feature of the surrounding ‘Heath Common Lanes’, 
being close to the community it benefits. It is not currently accessible to the public, but its 
boundary with the public bridleway of Hampers Lane provides attractive conditions and 
recreational value to residents, walkers, horse riders and hikers. This is evidenced by more 
than 100 responses to a planning application associated with a tree felling and forestry 
management scheme (Appendix 11, 12). It is hoped the scheme’s scrub clearance of the 
invasive Rhododendron Ponticum and tree re-planting will greatly improve the biodiversity of 
this valued woodland, and expose the ancient parish boundary, believed to be a uniquely 
surviving feature of this historic landscape. 
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Annex A:  Evidence Base  
The list below contains all those documents referenced in the Longbury Hill, Green Spaces 
Report. Please contact Storrington & Sullington Parish Council for information on how to obtain 
copies of any of these documents. 

 English Woodlands Forestry Limited: Supporting Statement for planning 
application DC/17/2117 in relation to a forestry management licence application 
at Longbury Hill Woos - (p1.1 ref to size of woodland) APPENDIX 1 Document 
http://snafpacc.horsham.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/01462731.pdf 
 

 Location maps - Longbury Hill Wood - APPENDIX 2 Document 

 Milner-Gulland, R, ‘The Washington Estate: New Evidence of An Ancient 
Boundary’ in Sussex Archaeological Collections, Vol 143, (2005) 205-14.   
APPENDIX 3 Document (pp 2,3,7) 

 Ancient Boundary - APPENDIX 4 Document 

 Ancient Monument - APPENDIX 5 Document 

 Hare, C, The Washington Story’, (2000) 64, 65, 68, 69,77 APPENDIX 6 Document 
 

 Woodland Scenes - APPENDIX 7 Document 

 Ecology Data Summary - Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre - APPENDIX 8 
Document 

 Protected Species Walkover Survey - AEWC Ltd - for DC/17/2117 planning 
application site area only, Longbury Hill Wood - APPENDIX 9 Document 
http://snafpacc.horsham.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/01472954.pdf 

 Great Crested Newt - APPENDIX 10 Image 

 Public Responses - Horsham District Planning responses DC/17/2117 Longbury 
Hill Wood APPENDIX 11 Document. 
http://snafpacc.horsham.gov.uk/AniteIM.WebSearch/Results.aspx?grdResultsP=2 

 Save Our Woods - APPENDIX 12 Document 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

 
Longbury Hill Wood: Satellite image (Google Maps) 

 
 
Longbury Hill Wood (Google Maps) 
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APPENDIX 2 

 
   Longbury Wood Location Map (Legend) available on the Horsham District Council website: 
   http://snafpacc.horsham.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/01458566.pdf 
   Map showing the woodland boundary (blue) under ownership and the proposed application   
   site area. 
   Document submitted by English Woodlands Forestry on behalf of the applicant for planning    
   application: DC/17/2117 - Proposed creation of new vehicular access into woodland from  
   Rock Road, laying of hardstanding to form stacking area, loading bay and access track  
   associated with forestry management activities:  
   https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-
access/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://snafpacc.horsham.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/01458566.pdf
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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APPENDIX 3 

 
Extract from Washington, Ashington and Wiston c 1875 (Adapted from the Victoria County 
History (Sussex) by permission.). Longbury Hill Wood (Benna’s Hill) labelled 16 (Heath 
Common). Continuous black line indicates visible traces of Washington Estate bank. No 16 
marks the probable locations of boundary-points (combining both charters) as discussed in text 
(Fig 10.) 

 
 
 
 

Extract: Milner-Gulland, R, ‘The Washington Estate: New Evidence of An Ancient Boundary’ in 
Sussex Archaeological Collections, Vol 143, (2005) 205-14. 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

    
   Image provided by Horsham District Council. Approximate location of the ancient  

boundary of the Saxon Estate of Washington, shown by broken red line. It runs  

parallel with Rock Road inside Longbury Hill Wood (outlined in blue), and across Heath 

Common towards the A283, Storrington Road. Original Map from The Washington  

Estate: New Evidence Of An Ancient Boundary - APPENDIX 3 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Access track (southern boundary 
of Longbury Hill Wood) to 
Rosebay Cottage from Hampers 
Lane - close to what is believed 
to be part of the Saxon boundary 
bank (see next page) 
Map image © Crown Copyright 2017. 

All rights reserved. West Sussex County 

Council 100023447 (2012) 
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APPENDIX 4 

 

 

 
Looking north: Longbury Hill Wood  

   near its boundary with Rosebay Cottage 

   access track, Hampers Lane 

  

 
Looking east: The edge of Longbury Hill Wood (left) &  
Rosebay Cottage access track (centre), Hampers Lane  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Traces of what is believed to 
be the Saxon boundary bank 
extending from north to 
south, by Rosebay Cottage 
access, is partly clear though 
eroded. Author’s dog in the 
foreground. 

Traces of what is believed to be the Saxon boundary bank 
extending from north to south, not far from Rosebay 
Cottage access, is partly clear though eroded. Author’s 
dog in the foreground 
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APPENDIX 5 
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APPENDIX 6 
 
 
Extract from The Washington Story: The forgotten history of a downland village by Chris 
Hare, published by Washington Parish Council 2000 
 
‘……….The Sanctuary was always the free association of individuals; it was not a collective. Its 
symbol was a wooden cross or calvary, carved by a Belgian who stayed with Vera once, which 
stood at the top of Longbury Hill, or Calvary hill as it was then known. In the ‘twenties’, before 
the trees grew up, the cross could be seen for miles around…..’ p64,65 
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APPENDIX 7 

Longbury Hill Wood 
 

 
 

Left: Longbury Hill Wood, Rock Road (looking west): Scots pine, mixed broadleaf  
trees and Rhododendron on both sides of the road. They are a common feature of the Heath 
Common area. (Google Maps) 
 

                                                                       
Right: Longbury Hill Wood                                                           Right:Longbury Hill Wood,  
Hampers Lane bridleway                                                             (looking east) extending 
                                                                                                           along Rock Road.                   
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   APPENDIX 8  
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APPENDIX 9 
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APPENDIX 10 
 

 
   Extracts from comments by residents in response to the planning application serving the     
   forestry works, reference DC/17/2117, and published on the Horsham District Council’s  
   publicly accessible planning portal: 

         https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/publicaccess/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage 
 

       ‘My family and I moved here because of the very nature of the surroundings that we  
    currently enjoy. We believe that this wooded, quiet and secluded environment enhances  
    our lives and wellbeing. We live near the woodland in question (Hazelwood Close) and  
    walk past it at least four times a day with our child and dog. …..We feel that both the   
    nature and aesthetic of the wooded and dense surroundings enhances our day to day  
    living….’  
    Hazlewood Close resident.                
: 
    ‘…..The whole area is peaceful and has so much wild life and fauna….’ 
    Hampers Lane resident                       
 
    Longbury Hill Wood is a sanctuary for flora and fauna 
    Rock Road resident                             
 

      ‘Longbury Hill Wood is within the Heath Common area, a unique pocket of land that many 
    people care about. The magnificent Scots pine trees are a special feature……’ 
    Bracken Lane  
 
    The amenity value of Longbury Hill Wood is significant. It is an area that provides families 
    and dogs freedom and exercise. 
    Thakeham Copse resident        
 
    The Society’s interest in this area arises from its location between Sandgate Park and  
    Warren Hill. Not only does it form part of the wildlife corridor between these two sites,  
    but its value as a wildlife habitat is further enhanced by the low level of human activity in 
    the area.  
    Sandgate Conservation Society 

       
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/publicaccess/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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                                                                                                                                        APPENDIX 11 
   Articles published in the West Sussex County Times, 19th October 2017 

 
Longbury Hill Wood, Hampers Lane: Residents campaigning to save the woodland 
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APPENDIX 12 
 
Great Crested Newt reported to Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
Possibly a juvenile female. Found 18.12.17, Georges Lane 
RH20 3JH.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


