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 Spring 2026 

Have your say on vital 

placemaking plan
People are being encouraged to have their say as 

the South Downs National Park’s Local Plan is now 

out for public consultation. 

The National Park Authority is preparing a new Local 

Plan to guide how and where development takes place 

in the National Park over the next two decades, 

replacing the current Local Plan adopted in 2019. 

The goal of the Local Plan is to create interesting places 

and spaces that address issues such as the vital need 

for affordable housing, quality development, restoring 

nature, climate action, a flourishing rural economy and 

helping local communities thrive. 

The proposed Local Plan has been shaped by a 

consultation last year that involved almost 2,000 

people and organisations, who submitted more than 

3,700 comments on proposed policies, sites and 

evidence. 

The new consultation launched on 12 May and runs 

until 23 June. The National Park Authority is asking for 

people to share their final comments before the 

proposed Local Plan is submitted 

for examination by an 

independent Planning Inspector. 

Vanessa Rowlands, Chair of the 

National Park Authority, said: “This 

is a hugely important time for the 

South Downs as we plan for the 

future of this vibrant and much-

loved National Park. 

“We recognise places need to evolve and respond to 

local needs, as well as wider issues the nation faces 

amid changing, and potentially uncertain, times. 

“This is an opportunity to protect and enhance the 

things we all love most – our landscapes, communities, 

cultural heritage, dark skies, wildlife, water courses and 

much more. 

“I’d like to thank each and every person who has 

helped shape the Local Plan and we’re really keen for 

even more participation in this current consultation. 

Please do have your say and help ensure we can make 

the National Park an even better place in the coming 

years and for future generations.” 

Tim Slaney, Director of Placemaking for the National 

Park Authority, said: “We want to create special places 

inspired by this nationally-important landscape, with 

well-designed homes, buildings and spaces for local 

communities and visitors, and a thriving rural economy 

that supports climate action.  
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“The goal is to grow sustainably within the context and 

capacity of the landscape – so that both people and 

nature can flourish together.” 

Among some of the key proposed policies in the new 

Local Plan are:  

• Landscape-led – so conserving and enhancing the 

South Downs landscape is considered strongly with 

any planning application that comes forward. 

• A total of 58 policies on core issues, including 

landscape, design and heritage, nature recovery, water 

and pollution, housing, the economy, green, blue and 

community spaces and transport and infrastructure. 

• A total of 77 site allocations spread across the 

National Park, delivering 3,559 new homes, including 

affordable homes, as well as employment and gypsy 

and traveller pitches. Sites chosen include brownfield 

sites and those in and around existing settlements. 

• An overall housing provision of 6,735 homes between 

2024 and 2042. This includes existing planning 

permissions and allocations from neighbourhood 

plans that have been developed with local 

communities. This would meet the National Park’s 

housing need of 323 homes per year and would 

support more than 2,000 new jobs. 

• Key strategic sites 

for development 

such as North 

Street Quarter, in 

Lewes, and 

Shoreham Cement 

Works. Shoreham is 

earmarked as a 

potential mixed-use development of residential, 

commercial and community spaces with the capacity 

to support up to 400 homes and significant 

employment opportunities. 

The Local Plan will be submitted for examination by a 

Planning Inspector in the autumn, along with a list of 

proposed modifications to address any issues raised 

by the consultation.   

The Inspector will consider these and make 

recommendations about any changes to the Local Plan 

that are needed to make it ‘sound’.   

There will then be a further public consultation on any 

major modifications to the Local Plan before the 

Inspector’s final report is made.   

After completing all the required stages, it’s hoped that 

the new Local Plan will be adopted in 2027. From then 

on, all planning applications will be considered against 

policies in the new Local Plan. 

To see the proposed Local Plan and make a comment 

visit www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/new-

south-downs-local-plan/ 

New homes underway 

 

New development is progressing in Petersfield on a 

locally-allocated site in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Reserved Matters Approval has been granted for 85 

new homes at Buckmore Farm following the site’s 

allocation and master planning in the Petersfield 

Neighbourhood Plan. The developer, Dandara, is now 

progressing with its construction. 

The scheme will deliver mainly two and three-bed 

homes, with 45% (39 dwellings) provided as affordable 

housing with a mix of tenures, alongside public open 

space.  

The layout creates varied street scenes and a 

pedestrian-friendly environment, centred on a 

tree-lined ‘spine’ road. Properties face towards open 

space and a retained protected tree belt, reflecting the 

site’s edge-of-town character.  

Many homes will also enjoy long views towards Butser 

Hill – the highest point along the South Downs Way –  

enhancing their sense of place within the National 

Park. 

A comprehensive landscape and ecology strategy has 

been secured, including the translocation of existing 

rush pasture into new drainage basins and significant 

new tree and hedgerow planting and habitat.  

A traditional architecture has been approved, with 

subsequent discussions on materials as part of efforts 

to reflect Petersfield’s vernacular. Homes will exceed 

current Building Regulations through enhanced energy 

and water efficiency measures and the use of air 

source heat pumps, helping future residents with 

running costs and responding to climate change. The 

town centre will also be within walking and cycling 

distance for new residents. 

Richard Ferguson, Development Management Lead, 

said: “This development has been years in the making 

as a strategic allocation in the adopted Petersfield 

Neighbourhood Plan. We have achieved a scheme of 

predominantly small to medium sized modern homes 

along with 45% affordable housing – for which there is 

a high local need.” 

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/new-south-downs-local-plan/
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/new-south-downs-local-plan/
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New custom-built 

homes get green light 

Plans have been approved for 10 custom-built 

homes on a former horse paddock. 

The National Park’s Planning Committee voted to give 

the go-ahead to plans by Petersfield Community Land 

Trust (PCLT) for development on land west and north 

of Windward, Reservoir Lane, in Petersfield. 

The principle of housing on the site had already been 

established by outline permission, so the latest 

proposals related to reserved matters around the 

appearance, landscaping and scale of the 

development. 

PCLT intend to construct the common areas, such as 

the internal roads and open spaces, and provide 

‘serviced plots’.   

Those serviced plots will then be offered as custom 

build dwelling plots – with individual owners then 

being able to select from a range of options for the 

final design of the dwellings and gardens.  PCLT will be 

managing the construction of the whole scheme.  

Five of the new homes will be affordable. 

A number of conditions are attached to the planning 

permission, including the need for a robust tree 

protection plan and an Estate Management Plan 

outlining maintenance arrangements. 

Kelly Porter, Major Projects Lead, said: “We’ve worked 

hard with the developers from an early stage to 

address some initial concerns and they have been 

successfully addressed. 

“This development will make a positive contribution to 

the character of the local area and any detrimental 

impacts are outweighed by providing local housing, 

including five much-needed affordable homes.” 

For more information on the development visit here. 

Enforcement action 

after hedge is cut down 

An important 

hedgerow has been 

replanted after it was 

unlawfully removed. 

 Enforcement action 

was taken by the 

National Park Authority 

after a hedge was cut 

down next to a field off Edburton Road, Edburton, in 

West Sussex. 

Hedgerows are protected by the Hedgerow 

Regulations 1997, which states it’s against the law to 

remove or destroy certain hedgerows without 

permission from the Local Planning Authority. 

A Hedgerow Replacement Notice was served by the 

Authority, stating that the hedge removal had 

significantly altered Edburton’s rural outlook and taken 

away an important wildlife corridor. 

The notice has now been complied with and the hedge 

replanted which will hopefully further establish over 

the forthcoming years. The notice stated that the 

hedgerow be re-instated with a mixture of native 

species, including hawthorn, blackthorn, guelder rose, 

spindle, hazel and field maple. 

Planting had to be at a density of five plants per metre 

in staggered double rows 50cm apart. 

Jack Trevelyan, who leads enforcement in the National 

Park, said: “The laws protecting hedgerows are very 

stringent and it’s important that people are aware of 

these. 

“This was a successful outcome following the 

disappointing removal of the original hedgerow for our 

enforcement team as the hedge has now been 

reinstated. 

“A healthy hedgerow can support over 2,000 species of 

plants, animals, birds, and insects in just a 100-metre 

stretch and they are a vital ‘road network’ for nature, 

so it’s really important we care for these wildlife 

havens. The National Park is working hard to restore 

biodiversity across the region and healthy hedgerows 

are a key element of this.” 

For more information about hedgerow regulations visit 

this webpage. If you have a concern for a specific 

hedgerow in the National Park and possible 

infringements of the law, it can be reported here. It’s 

important to include a good description, alongside 

photos and evidence, in order for us to look into it. 

https://cltp.org.uk/projects/petersfield-self-build/
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/landscape-design-conservation/trees/tree-preservation-orders-tpos/countryside-hedgerow-removal/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-applications/enforcement-report-a-breach/planning-enforcement/who-deals-with-my-complaint/
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National Park Planner 

is Woman of Influence 

 

Every year on International Women’s Day (8 March) the 

Royal Town Planning Institute’s The Planner magazine 

publishes a list of 50 women that they believe have 

been influential in the planning world.   

These are nominated by the readers of The Planner 

and assessed by a panel of judges. This year I was 

honoured to be on that list.  The citation is below: 

“Claire is the head of strategic planning at the South 

Downs National Park Authority and has had an 

exceptionally busy year in 2025 leading her team in 

progressing the next iteration of the South Downs Local 

Plan.  

She has worked closely with the local community in 

relation to the regulation 18 local plan consultation which 

will help shape the future of South Downs National Park. 

Claire has led local plan public consultation events across 

the National Park, the review and summary of all 

consultation responses, further evidence gathering and 

key written evidence documents.  

Claire leads the future of local planning policy within the 

South Downs National Park Authority and the 

conservation of this nationally important landscape. 

In addition to her hugely busy day job, Claire is involved in 

a number of voluntary roles. Claire sat on the RTPI English 

Policy Committee in 2025 and is the current chair of 

Women in Planning Sussex.  

“Through these roles she advocates the importance of the 

planning profession, encourages discussion of planning 

related matters and leads policy change at the national 

level." 

It feels really awkward to be writing about this as I am 

not generally comfortable blowing my own trumpet.   

I have spent most of my career just keeping my head 

down and getting on with the job to the best of my 

ability.  I think that is true of most planners and 

women planners in particular.  

Celebrating our achievements is considered bad form, 

especially for those of us that work in the public sector. 

Nowhere is this seen more clearly than on social media 

platforms like LinkedIn where the majority of the 

‘planning presence’ is from private sector planners, 

lawyers and other built environment professionals, 

celebrating their latest successful appeal or award. 

Public sector planners are in the minority in that space, 

largely because a high public profile for us is a double-

edge sword – the higher your profile, the more you will 

get challenged by those who disagree with your views 

and planning decisions. 

Yet, over the last four years I have spent an increasing 

amount of time on LinkedIn talking about planning 

issues and trying to give a more personal perspective 

on them.  

I have volunteered my time for the RTPI to influence its 

response to national planning reforms, and helped set 

up Women in Planning Sussex to support women in 

our sector.   

Recently I have branched out into the podcast world 

and have been lucky enough to participate in episodes 

of Fifty Shades of Planning.  Why? 

If public sector planners don’t put our heads above the 

parapet and communicate what is great about 

planning, we will never change the often negative 

public narrative about our profession.   

The sector will continue to struggle to attract people to 

choose it as a profession, or to retain planners.  Yet 

most people are hugely interested in and affected by 

the places they live, work and spend their leisure time 

in.   

Who wouldn’t want to spend their careers making 

those places better?   

Planning and planners are amazing! 

Claire Tester, 

Head of Strategic 

Planning 
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Awards excellence for National Park 

A stunning and 

innovative new-build 

house on one of the 

highest points of the 

South Downs has 

won an award from 

The Royal Institute 

of British Architects 

(RIBA). 

High House in rural East Sussex won the RIBA South 

East Award, with BakerBrown Studio’s house and guest 

annexe recognised for outstanding design. 

The development is on the site of a large sprawling 

bungalow that was lost to fire in 2017. 

The challenge was to design a new low-carbon home 

that nestled into the south-facing sloping meadow with 

incredible views across to the Seven Sisters. 

About the development, RIBA said: “The architects 

used good urban design principles to create an arrival 

courtyard that creates a sense of belonging and 

intimacy, as well as offering enclosure from the 

prevailing winds.  

“Guests have a stunning annexe, simple in plan and 

expression, which embraces the views over the South 

Downs. Clients of the owner’s yoga business also have 

a dedicated quiet space within the main building, 

accessed via a separate staircase and through a 

sunken courtyard.  

“The design allows for multiple groups of different 

people to interact with the buildings while retaining 

respect for each other’s needs and privacy.” 

The building is effectively off-grid, equipped with a 

solar farm with battery storage, a horizontal ground-

source heat pump, grey and brown water recycling, 

and an on-site sewage treatment plant. 

Tim Slaney, Director of 

Placemaking for the National Park 

Authority, said: “It’s wonderful to 

this remarkable property finished 

and nestling into its surroundings, 

using local materials in a sensitive yet creative way.   

“The design elements respond well to the local context 

yet being clearly of the 21st century and there are 

some wonderful internal spaces.  Lessons can be 

learned in terms of its general approach.” 

Meanwhile, on the awards front, the South Downs 

National Park Authority has been shortlisted in the 

Planning Authority of the Year category in the RTPI 

South East Awards for Planning Excellence 2026.  The 

awards ceremony takes place in Southampton on 9 

July. The team are keeping everything firmly crossed! 

Update on Midhurst fire damage 

 

A planning application to bring fire-damaged 

buildings in Midhurst back into use is expected this 

summer. 

A project group – which is made up of the site owners, 

their specialist advisors Manorwood, Cllr Yvonne 

Graveley from West Sussex County Council and the 

National Park Authority – have been reviewing all 

available options to bring the site back into use. 

The group has identified an option which provides the 

fastest route to achieve this, and importantly, allows 

the pavement to fully re-open in the shortest 

timeframe. 

The application is currently being prepared and we 

expect it to be submitted to the National Park 

Authority over the summer months. 

More details about the proposals will be available once 

the planning application is finalised. 

In addition, the National Park Authority has approved 

all conditions relating to dismantling sections of the 

building to the rear of Olive and Vine/Blown Away. The 

application for this work was approved last year.  

This will allow for repair works to be finalised on 

neighbouring properties and acts as the first phase of 

the project.  

Why has it taken three years to get to this stage? 

This is the first time in three years that a bona fide 

planning application with firm plans for the site is on 

the table. 

The site is privately-owned and therefore, as the Local 

Planning Authority, the SDNPA is open to considering 

any planning application that comes forward for the 

site, but until now there has not been one. 

A number of factors, outside of the control of the 

SDNPA, have meant that getting to this stage has taken 

considerable time, most notably the insurers being 

able to agree to a settlement with the owners. 
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Update on planning in Lewes 

Lewes and its 

surrounding local 

communities 

continue to be a 

hugely important 

part of the National 

Park since its 

creation 15 years ago. Planning is at the heart of 

ensuring the area’s continued vibrancy and 

prosperity. 

During that time some planning work was delivered on 

the National Park Authority’s behalf by Lewes and 

Eastbourne Councils as part of a “Host Authority” 

contract. A number of successes have been achieved, 

including strong neighbourhood planning, much-

needed affordable homes and the creation of new 

wildlife havens. 

We have more recently been engaging and working 

more closely with the groups which represent the 

Town, including the Town Council, to help shape the 

future of the Local Plan and how it can continue to 

support this important town in the National Park. We 

also joined the Lewes Floods 25th Anniversary events 

to remember and learn from these devastating floods. 

We look forward to continuing these relationships and 

working together to deliver for Lewes. 

In that vein and by mutual agreement the current 

contract with Lewes and Eastbourne Councils came to 

an end on 31 March 2026 and on 1 April all planning 

services in the Lewes and Eastbourne Districts 

returned to the South Downs National Park Authority. 

A number of staff at Lewes District Council have 

transferred to the SDNPA, including planning officers, a 

Specialist Advisor for Heritage and an Enforcement 

Officer. The planning officers have worked closely with 

us for many years and we are delighted it has been a 

seamless transition as council staff join our wider 

planning team with a keenness to improve the service 

in the Lewes District. 

Our new office at County Hall, Lewes, will be used as a 

base for the planning team and other SDNPA staff in 

the town. We will not have an SDNPA reception at 

County Hall, but the base can be used by the team as 

they travel around the town and district to assess 

planning applications. 

We are pleased we have made this investment and 

look forward to being based in the town. We’re keen to 

ensure that planning delivers the best results for the 

people of Lewes, its surrounding communities and the 

National Park, having regard to the Partnership 

Management Plan, the Local Plan and Neighbourhood 

Plans. For more information and FAQs visit here. 

Update on minerals and waste plan 

 

The Planning Inspector has now published their 

Final Report on the Update to the Hampshire 

Minerals and Waste Plan. 

The Hampshire Authorities – comprising Hampshire 

County Council, New Forest National Park Authority, 

Portsmouth City Council, Southampton City Council, 

and the South Downs National Park Authority – have 

prepared an Update to the Hampshire Minerals and 

Waste Plan to guide minerals and waste decision-

making in Hampshire up to 2040. 

The Hampshire Authorities submitted the Plan for 

independent examination in July 2024. 

Examination hearings took place in February 2025 with 

an additional hearing in September 2025 regarding the 

Purple Haze proposed site allocation, near Ringwood. 

Following these hearings, Proposed Main Modifications 

to the submitted Plan were published and consulted 

on between 4 December 2025 and 12 February 2026. 

All consultation responses were provided to the 

Planning Inspector for consideration and to allow the 

production of their Final Report. 

The Inspector’s Final Report was published on 8 May 

2026 and this concludes the examination. The 

Inspector, L Fleming BSc (Hons) MRTPI, has outlined 

their findings and concluded that, alongside the 

recommended Main Modifications set out in the 

Appendix to their Final Report, the Plan is sound, 

legally compliant, and capable of adoption.    

The Inspector’s Final Report is available to view on 

Hampshire County Council’s website here and can also 

be viewed at the Hampshire Authorities’ offices, 

including the South Downs Centre in Midhurst. 

The South Downs National Park Authority will consider 

the Inspector’s Final Report, and whether to adopt the 

Plan, at its full authority meeting on 7 July 2026. 

Subject to forthcoming meetings of the other 

Hampshire Authorities, it is anticipated that the Plan 

will be adopted across Hampshire on 23 July 2026. 

 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/update-on-lewes-planning/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/minerals-waste-update
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Important updates on Plan making 

 

The Government is bringing in a new system for 

preparing Local Plans, and published new Regulations 

in March 2026.  This has implications for other 

documents that are used for informing planning 

decisions.  The following is a brief summary of how 

this affects planning documents in the South Downs. 

South Downs Local Plan 

The 2019 South Downs Local Plan will remain in place 

until the new one is adopted (expected 2027).  The new 

Local Plan is being prepared under the ‘legacy’ (2012 Local 

Plan Regulations) plan-making system, which has been 

saved for Local Plans submitted for examination before 

31st December 2026. Details can be viewed here.  

Minerals and Waste Plans 

We currently have a suite of minerals and waste plans 

produced with other relevant planning authorities in 

Sussex and Hampshire.  These will be updated under the 

new plan-making system, and we are currently exploring 

the timetable for this with our partners. The existing 

minerals and waste plans can be viewed here.  

Supplementary Planning Documents 

Supplementary Planning Documents are not a feature of 

the new plan-making system and Government has 

decided that no new ones shall be adopted after 30th June 

2026.  In practice, given the time that these need for 

preparation, this means that no more will be prepared in 

the South Downs. Existing Supplementary Planning 

Documents will retain full weight as long as the Local Plan 

they are supplementing remains in place.  Most of the 

current ones supplement the 2019 Local Plan, so they will 

retain full weight until this Local Plan is replaced by the 

new one next year. Existing Supplementary Planning 

Documents and Technical Advice Notes can be viewed 

here.  

After the new Local Plan is adopted, Supplementary 

Planning Documents will remain material considerations 

in deciding planning applications, but the weight to be 

attached to them will depend on how consistent they are 

with local and national policy, and whether the 

information within them is still relevant. 

For instance, the South Downs Design Guide and the 

Village/Parish Design Statements are broadly consistent 

with the design policies in the new Local Plan and national 

planning policy and guidance.  The physical characteristics 

of the South Downs and the individual places within it 

remain consistent and relevant to new proposals.  

Therefore, we would expect these to remain significant 

material considerations when making planning decisions. 

We will consider whether to update the South Downs 

Design Guide under the new Supplementary Plan process, 

which involves consultation and an examination.  This 

process is restricted to design documents that cover the 

whole National Park or documents that relate to a specific 

site (such as a development brief). 

Other Guidance 

As Supplementary Planning Documents become out-of-

date or inconsistent with local or national policy, we will 

consider whether replacement guidance is needed.  If it is 

then we could review them as Technical Advice Notes.  

These have no formal status in the planning system, but 

we have found them useful to clarify how policies in the 

Local Plan should be applied to ensure a consistent 

approach across the National Park. 

Parish Documents 

Neighbourhood Plans remain a part of the new plan-

making system, although there are some changes to what 

they can cover and the basic conditions that they have to 

meet.  Anyone wishing to prepare a new Neighbourhood 

Plan should seek advice from 

planningpolicy@southdowns.gov.uk at an early stage to 

make sure that they are aware of these changes. 

Existing made Neighbourhood Plans will remain part of 

the statutory development plan until they are replaced by 

a new Neighbourhood Plan.  There is no obligation to 

review them, but they will gradually carry less weight over 

time, especially where they are inconsistent with more 

recent local or national planning policy.   

The Local Plan Regulations published in March 2026 for 

the new plan-making system do not include 

Neighbourhood Priorities Statements, although the 

primary legislation for these is still on the books if 

Government wishes to introduce them later on.  However, 

the Parish Priorities Statements that have been prepared 

by many parishes in the South Downs have been key in 

informing the new Local Plan and will remain material 

considerations where relevant to planning decisions. 

Town and Parish Councils may wish to update 

Village/Parish Design Statements in future, especially if 

their area has changed significantly.  They can either do 

this as part of a Neighbourhood Plan or as an informal 

guidance document. Existing Neighbourhood Plans, 

Parish Priorities Statements and Village/Parish Design 

Statements can be viewed here.  

Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans 

The designation of Conservation Areas and the 

preparation of Conservation Area Appraisals and 

Management Plans are covered by separate legislation, so 

they are unaffected by the changes to the plan-making 

system.  These can be viewed here.  

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/the-south-downs-local-plan-review/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/minerals-and-waste/minerals-waste-plans/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents/
mailto:planningpolicy@southdowns.gov.uk
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/landscape-design-conservation/conservation-areas/conservation-area-appraisal-and-management-plans/
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Prioritising affordable housing 
A new affordable 

housing strategy 

has been 

launched by the 

National Park 

Authority to 

increase delivery 

of much-needed 

homes. 
It comes as the Partnership Management Plan, which 

was adopted earlier this year, set ambitious targets for 

300 new affordable homes being completed in the 

National Park by 2031 – the equivalent of 60 a year. 

The strategy is the result of collaborative working over 

a six-month period between a group of planning 

officers and representatives from local Registered 

Providers of affordable housing and housing enabler 

associations. 

Stella New, Development 

Management Lead and who sits on 

the group, said: “Delivering new 

affordable housing is one of the 

National Park Authority’s priorities 

and rightly so. 

“The communities and businesses of the National Park 

need affordable and accessible housing if they are to 

continue to thrive and to ensure that those who work 

in the National Park can afford to live here. 

“In developing the strategy, we also sought advice from 

planning agents and developers to better understand 

issues from a supplier perspective. The strategy gives 

us a good starting point to deliver the affordable 

homes the National Park needs.” 

The strategy pulls together a range of actions, 

incentives and policy recommendations which include: 

• Changes to our emerging Local Plan Rural 

Exception Site policy to include landowners’ 

incentives, allow for the use of secondary housing 

need data and removal of onerous sequential test 

• Developing a toolkit to help Parishes and 

Community Groups to identify and assess 

potential rural exception sites and engage with 

their communities 

• A communications strategy to encourage Rural 

Exception Sites to come forward 

• A matchmaking service to match housing 

development sites with registered affordable 

housing providers 

The group will continue to meet quarterly to further 

evolve the strategy and explore other ways to boost 

delivery. 

Guide to demystify retrofitting  
Useful planning 

guidance has been 

produced to help 

people who are 

retrofitting historic 

buildings for 

energy efficiency 

and carbon 

reduction. 

A Technical Advice Note (TAN) has been adopted by the 

National Park Authority, closely aligned with the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which sets 

out the government’s requirements for sustainable 

development and heritage protection. It also takes into 

account standards set by Historic England, ensuring 

that the preservation of historic assets is integrated 

into local planning decisions. 

Lucie Tushingham, Conservation Officer for the 

National Park, explained: “Today’s homeowners are 

understandably keen to improve the energy efficiency 

of their homes and the Authority is committed to 

reducing carbon emissions across its area to combat 

climate change.  

“This document is aimed at homeowners, residents 

and their consultants, to help them consider which 

carbon emission reduction options are available, so 

they can assess which are likely to be the most 

effective, for the building’s architecture and method of 

construction.” 

And Lucie added: “Listed buildings 

account for roughly 2% of the building 

stock nationally and they are easily 

damaged by ill-conceived alterations. 

Any thermal upgrading works must be 

preceded by the repair of existing fabric defects, as 

these can reduce the thermal performance and 

compromise the effectiveness of retrofit measures. 

“When considering how to improve the energy 

efficiency of a building that is listed or within a 

conservation area, retaining the historic fabric will be 

an important consideration. Works to improve the 

energy efficiency of buildings, especially in roof spaces, 

may also have an impact on protected species, such as 

bats.” 

If you are retrofitting, you may need to seek expert 

advice from a historic building surveyor or professional 

advice to ensure the works are carried out 

appropriately. To find the right professional help learn 

more here. For further advice on if you require 

planning permission and/or listed building consent, 

apply for ‘Do I need Planning Permission’ (DINPP) at 

planning@southdowns.gov.uk 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/maintain-repair/finding-specialist-help/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/maintain-repair/finding-specialist-help/
mailto:planning@southdowns.gov.uk
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Latest planning stats 

 

Annual Monitoring Report 2025 

Meet the planner 
For this edition, we catch 

up with Jessica Perry-

Mason, Monitoring and 

Enforcement Officer 

Three words that sum up 

your job? 

Technical, scenic, collaborative 

What’s your role in the planning team? 

Monitoring and Enforcement Officer (predominantly 

focusing on minerals and waste sites), responsible for 

monitoring and ensuring compliance with planning 

conditions attached to minerals and waste 

permissions, enforcement cases for minerals and 

waste sites, dealing with mineral and waste planning 

applications, and development condition monitoring of 

large-scale development sites (non-minerals and waste 

related) within the South Downs National Park.  

What appealed to you about working for a National 

Park? 

Working within my local area, contributing to the 

conservation and enhancement of the natural 

environment and heritage that make the National Park 

distinctive. 

Can you describe your typical day? 

I typically spend my mornings either in the office or 

undertaking site visits to quarry and waste 

management facilities, with afternoons often 

dedicated to report writing, followed by walking my 

dog. 

Best thing about working for a National Park? 

Contributing to the long-term protection of natural 

beauty, wildlife and heritage. 

What do you love about the South Downs National 

Park? 

The opportunity to work outdoors in beautiful, scenic 

landscapes is a constant reminder of how valuable and 

special our natural environment is. 

Have you got any hobbies? 

Rock climbing, swimming, tennis, and cooking. 

Currently reading/watching? 

Kathy Burke – A mind of my own. 

Dream holiday destination and why?  

I have always wanted to visit South Africa to go on a 

safari.  

Describe your perfect day (when not working, of 

course!) 

Taking my dog on a long walk with a coffee in the 

sunshine either on the Downs or by the coast, followed 

by a relaxed pub lunch with my husband or my friends, 

and later perhaps visiting a comedy club!  

Pic Credits: P1 South Harting Chris Gorman; P2 Left Antony Gorin; 

P2 Right Dandara; P7 Fulking Steven Brookwell 

Query Q4 
2025/26 

Year - 
2025/26 

Appeals submitted to the Planning Inspectorate 21 79 

Appeals started 22 84 

Appeals determined 22 101 

Appeals successfully defended 14 65 

Statutory submissions received 980 3772 

Statutory submissions received via the Planning 
Portal 

781 3118 

Statutory submissions determined 949 3788 

Neighbours notified 5341 18736 

Representations received 1485 6181 

Consultations issued 2698 10393 

Conditions imposed 3086 12980 

Enquiries for planning advice 247 948 

Enforcement complaints received 160 711 

Enforcement cases opened 119 516 

Enforcement related site inspections 143 397 

Enforcement notices served 4 20 

Enforcement cases closed 117 455 

 


