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Livestock (Lookering) Volunteer
Natural England (NE) is looking for volunteers to assist with managing its livestock on its National Nature Reserves at Old Winchester Hill and Beacon Hill. This is a fantastic opportunity to work across the landscape of the South Downs and some of the top nature reserves in the country

Role Description: 
On a set day or as part of a rota to help with daily checks on our flock of sheep to make sure their welfare is maintained at a high standard and report any issues to the reserve staff.
This is a self-managed volunteer opportunity, and volunteers will need to be reliable and self sufficient whilst on site and be able to manage a lone working buddy system

Checks include;

· A count of the flock

· Looking for lameness – making sure you have seen each animal walking

· Looking for any other signs of injury or ill health

· Checking troughs and fences at particular times of year

Further opportunities to help with round ups, feet trimming and animal movements will come along as volunteering continues.

Compulsory Training:
Volunteers will undertake a NE induction, this will provide an overview of NE volunteer policies and procedures, risk assessments, and safe working practices which must be adhered to at all times.

Induction to basic lookering and welfare checks on livestock
Equipment Provided:

Relevant personal protective equipment (PPE) and required tools are provided.

Further volunteer clothing will be issued once a reliable commitment has been shown. 

Training Opportunities: 

Once established, volunteers have the opportunity to gain the following qualifications: 
· Lantra lookering course

· Lantra Vet medications
Transport: 
Access to own vehicle/transport is essential as this is a self-managed volunteering opportunity
Responsible to:
• Reserve Manager
• Senior Reserve Manager
Commitment: 

We ask for a commitment of at least 12 days a year though it is envisioned that this opportunity will be managed on a weekly rota and a weekly commitment would be most beneficial. This allows you to make the most of your volunteering experience and also makes best use of our time and resource investment into volunteers. 
Key Skills & Qualities: 
· Friendly, reliable and self-sufficient
· Interest in sheep and their management
· Ability to treat everyone with dignity and respect, including other volunteers, NE staff and members of the public.

· Willingness to work with/support staff and volunteers as part of a team

· Ability to adhere to all NE volunteering policies and procedures

· Willing to accept direction/guidance

No previous knowledge or experience is required, just an enthusiasm to learn new skills & a 

commitment to improving nature and access on the reserves.
Contact

kilmestonbarnnnrs@naturalengland.org.uk
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