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Practical Conservation Volunteer
Natural England (NE) is looking for volunteers to assist with practical conservation tasks on its National Nature Reserves at Old Winchester Hill, Beacon Hill and at times Ashford Hill. This is a fantastic opportunity to work across the landscape of the South Downs and some of the top nature reserves in the country

Role Description: 
Our volunteering schedule is very varied, and includes tasks such as: 
• Coppicing

• Scrub clearance 

• Tree popping

• Invasive species management 

• Hedge laying

• Tree planting

• Meadow cutting/raking

• Community engagement 

• Access improvements around the reserves
• Wildlife survey

Compulsory Training:
Volunteers will undertake a NE induction, this will provide an overview of NE volunteer policies and procedures, risk assessments, and safe working practices which must be adhered to at all times.

Any other specific training requirements will be met as the need arises.

Equipment Provided:

Relevant personal protective equipment (PPE) and required tools are provided.

Further volunteer clothing will be issued once a reliable commitment has been shown. 

Training Opportunities: 

Once established, volunteers have the opportunity to gain the following qualifications: 

• Outdoor first aid 

• Brushcutter
NE will also give further training opportunities on the job and by courses in management techniques, ecological survey and identification skills as appropriate and required.
Transport: 
Access to own vehicle/transport is preferable as we cannot easily give lifts or pick up from public transport. Volunteers meet either at the reserve or at Kilmeston Barn workbase
Responsible to:
• Reserve Manager
• Senior Reserve Manager
Commitment: 

We ask for a commitment of at least 12 days a year. This allows you to make the most of your 

volunteering experience and also makes best use of our time and resource investment into 

volunteers. 
Key Skills & Qualities: 
• Friendly, reliable and self-sufficient

• Ability to treat everyone with dignity and respect, including other volunteers, NE staff and members of the public.

• Willingness to work with/support staff and volunteers as part of a team

• Ability to adhere to all NE volunteering policies and procedures

• Willing to accept direction/guidance

No previous knowledge or experience is required, just an enthusiasm to learn new skills & a 

commitment to improving nature and access on the reserves.
Contact

kilmestonbarnnnrs@naturalengland.org.uk
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