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Purpose:  Gathering, presenting and interpreting data about the local housing market will provide evidence for meeting local housing need and delivering affordable homes for your area. This information can help in the early stages of assessing whether an affordable housing scheme in your area could be supported in principle.

Please complete the Parish Information sections of the forms below:

	Parish Information
	Guidance / Data Source

	Parish Name
	
	

	Parish Geographical area (in hectares) 
	
	Include plan highlighting Parish area or link to relevant Neighbourhood Plan

	Parish Population
	
	Census - Office for National Statistics

	Number of existing dwellings within the Parish
	
	Census - Office for National Statistics

	Number of affordable dwellings in the Parish
	
	The relevant Parish Council may hold this information.
Also Contact:  Relevant Local District Council – who are the ‘Local Housing Authority’ – they hold Parish data which may include number of affordable homes.

	Does the Parish have a made Neighbourhood Plan?
	Yes / No
	Provide link to adopted plan or confirmation it is published on the SDNPA’s website here - Neighbourhood Plans - South Downs National Park Authority

	If the Parish has made Neighbourhood Plan – did this work include a formal ‘housing need assessment’
	Yes / No
	If yes, provide link to copy of that housing need assessment and brief summary of its conclusions (for example were sites allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan for new housing for the Parish?)

	Does the South Downs Local Plan 2014 – 2033 or the South Downs Local Plan Review allocate and land within the Parish for new housing?
	Yes / No
	If yes, provide details of the site – such as the Policy reference number 
South Downs Local Plan and Policies Map 2014-2033 - South Downs National Park Authority
The South Downs Local Plan Review - South Downs National Park Authority


Data to Inform the Housing Need of the Parish
	Data Source
	Parish Information
	Guidance / Data Source

	Most recent SDNPA Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment
	
	Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessments - South Downs National Park Authority
This includes information in relation to the four broad ‘housing market areas’ which fall within the boundary of the National Park and includes population, tenure and type of housing 

	Housing Projections
	
	Live tables on household projections - GOV.UK
Census - Office for National Statistics
Government advice is that the most recent household projections available should be the starting point. The projections are only available at local authority level, so it is possible to make a pro-rata calculation on the basis of the population share for the Parish, with an appropriate caveat.
Note also that projections are of households rather than dwellings. To translate future number of households to dwellings, divide them by the Parish’s number of dwellings per household in the latest Census.

	Local housing waiting list
	
	Contact:  Relevant Local District Council – who are the ‘Local Housing Authority’
It will be helpful to provide an idea of the number of households locally that need affordable housing.  
This can be estimated by finding out the number of households on the local housing authority (i.e. the relevant local district council) waiting list. 
In some cases, the housing waiting list maybe available for a geographically smaller area than the local housing authority’s administrative area, which can be helpful. The waiting list is normally held by the local housing department or its housing management organisation. 

	Data from Census
The most important Census datasets include:
	
	Census - Office for National Statistics
You can use the full range of demographic and housing information from Census to inform directly the type, tenure and mix of new housing required, by relating future housing need to the existing demographic and housing characteristics of the Parish. 
In many (but not all) cases, it is possible to gather and compare like-for-like data from the earlier Census (such as 2001 and 2011) so that you can discern trends over time. 

	households
	
	

	household size
	
	

	population age structure
	
	

	place of birth
	
	

	rooms per household
	
	

	persons per room
	
	

	tenure
	
	

	household composition
	
	

	accommodation type
	
	

	shared dwellings
	
	

	concealed families
	
	

	Local House Prices
	
	Websites aimed at homebuyers (such as Zoopla and Rightmove) can provide detailed information on average house prices – this can inform the relative demand for the Parish
Information is also available at the Office of National Statistics
Housing prices in your area - Office for National Statistics

	Mean/Median Household income levels
	
	Income and wealth - Office for National Statistics
The Office for National Statistics also publish information for ‘estimates for small areas’ (i.e. post code areas) – last published estimates were from 2023 - Income estimates for small areas, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics

	Local Rental prices
	
	Websites aimed at homebuyers (such as Zoopla and Rightmove) can provide detailed information on average rental prices – this can inform the relative demand for the Parish.
Information is also available at the Office of National Statistics
Housing prices in your area - Office for National Statistics

	Local Services and Amenities 
	




	



Conclusions:
Once you have gathered the above data on local demographic composition and the characteristics of local households, please apply this to provide a summary of the housing need for the Parish: 

	Housing Need Summary
	Parish Information

	Relative size of dwellings required 
(i.e. number of bedrooms) 
	

	Tenure of housing required (i.e. affordable rental, social rental etc.)
	

	Type (i.e. detached, terraced, or apartments) 
	

	Specialised need (e.g. housing for older people, for families or for those who mainly work from home or to support a local employer)
	



Other Comments:
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