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Partnership Management Plan (PMP) 2026-31

Climate Change is now one of seven key priorities for the SDNPA

Aim 2: Climate Action Targets
The South Downs National Park is on track to become 

net zero by 2040 by mitigating and adapting to the 
impacts of climate change.  

Objective 2.1: 

To support businesses and local communities to take 
positive climate action to ensure they are adapted 

and resilient to climate change.  

Objective 2.2: 

To support land managers, farmers, foresters and 
landowners in their aspirations to deliver nature 

recovery and climate action on their land. 



But is woven through all 7 priority areas...



Why we need Community Climate Action...



Resilient Communities

✓ Understand their community’s 

carbon footprint

✓ Have a Climate Action 

Network to deliver change

✓ Have actions to mitigate and 

adapt to climate change

✓ Consider actions which both 

reduce emissions and improve 

biodiversity and water quality 



Ouse Valley Climate Action (OVCA) Project

For more information see our 'Community Pitch' project videos: https://southdownstrust.org.uk/community-pitch-2026/ 

OVCA has supported many community-led projects 
being delivered by local organisations, including:
✓ community gardens
✓ community orchards
✓  biodiversity projects
✓ youth engagement projects
✓  sustainable travel projects
✓  bird box projects
✓  climate hubs and environmental centres
✓many other projects to engage the community in 

climate and environmental issues
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What communities are doing...

By taking action they are creating positive, powerful stories



Community Climate Action Groups Map

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/climate-action-hub/find-your-community-group/ 

Interactive map of 

climate & environment 

groups in and around 

the Park 

36 groups so far.

Groups can add 

their details to map via 

the Climate Action 

Hub.
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Knowledge Hub – Resources for climate groups

South Downs Climate 
Action Network on 
Knowledge Hub launched 
in October 2024
Currently 105 members:
•  Community Groups
• External organisations
•  individuals
• Parish Councils
• Eco Church
•  SDNPA Staff

Sign up to Knowledge Hub Search for South Downs Climate Action

Once approved, find your group easily



Home page:

• Shows recently added 
information

• Members get a weekly email 
listing summary of activity

A space for communities to connect and share 



A one-stop place for information

Information is shared via 
‘Discussion’ or ‘Library’ pages:

Discussion: Themed folders to 
share useful information, 
resources, links and ask 
questions on specific topics

Library: Can only add 
documents (toolkits, templates)



A great place to share events and training

Groups can share 
events or find out 
what others are doing.

We have also added 
‘Action Days’



Newsletters can be shared

It can be a great one-
stop place to catch up 
on what’s going on in 
other areas

Or share your 
newsletter with others



As resources are 
added to the 
Knowledge Hub, we 
hope to build a Toolkit 
for Community 
Climate Action

Toolkit for Community Climate Action



Pledge 2040
Pledge action to tackle climate change

Aim: To encourage residents, communities, 

visitors and businesses to pledge to take 

actions that support a Net Zero 2040 future 

in the South Downs National Park.



Pledge 2040: 
Select an option to find actions you can pledge

I am a 
resident in the 
South Downs 
National Park

We are a 
community in 

the South Downs 
National Park

I am/ we are 
visiting the 

South Downs
National Park

We are a 
Business/ 

organisation in the 
South Downs 
National Park

Getting started:

Firstly, we recommend you start by measuring your carbon footprint. This can highlight areas that have the 

most impact on the environment and can help focus on which actions you may want to pledge to change. Click 

on the link below to find carbon calculators and  action pledges relevant to you.



Pledge 2040: Residents
Select an option to find actions you can pledge

Show me 
low cost, 
minimum 

effort actions 

Show me
medium cost, 

and effort 
actions

Challenge me 
with high 

impact actions

I want to 
connect with 
others taking 

action

Low cost, minimum effort 
actions can still make a 

massive difference when 
taken by many people!

Medium actions can make 
a significant difference  

when taken by many 
people!

High impact actions will 
make an important 

contribution to reaching 
net zero.

Find others in your 
community and be 

inspired to take action on 
climate change. 

Alternatively, click here to choose your actions by topic (travel, home, food etc.)



Helping communities to take action

Please join and share your knowledge
https://khub.net/group/sdnpa-climate-action-working-group 

Watch this space for the Climate Action Toolkit and 
Climate Pledge campaign!
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