Partnership Working With Farmers and
Land Managers

Surveys of Grassland and Arable
Margins

F...--f FARMING &

WILDLIFE
: ADVISORY
FWAS croup




L
“The Issue?

Farm incomes under huge pressure
Now much better payments for chalk grassland
Undergrazing a major issue and threat

For many fields there is inaccurate data or they have
never been surveyed - e.g. arable reversion

Field corners, banks and margins around arable fields
may have been uncropped for over 30 years

Surveys can help raise awareness, justify higher paying
options, enthuse the farmer and benefit a landscape
scale approach
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South Downs Farmers Group
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“The Project ~

Funded through FiPL, administered through the SDNPA
Full support and commitment from SDNPA team

Two phases in 2024 and 2025, new bid for three years about
to be submitted

In 2025 430 hectares across 77 fields on 12 farms
129 ha was found to be species rich but not recognised
121 ha had potential for restoration to species rich

Difference in potential income could be over £700 / ha
compared to £151 / ha.

Arable flowers too

Can deliver benetfits for biodiversity, carbon, historic
environment and our enjoyment of the National Park



Arable farm within SDNP

62 ha or 155 acres of grassland with
value or potential

Grazing may not be viable
Exploring CSS Higher Tier
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