
CHALK GR ASSLAND
One of the most species-rich habitats in the UK, 
with up to 40 plant species per square metre. 
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Grazing is essential for chalk 
grassland. Without i t,  coarse grasses 
and scrub take over, leaving no space for 
wildflowers.

Dif ferent animals graze in dif ferent ways. 
Sheep create an even lawn by nibbling. 

Cat tle create a tussocky sward by 
pull ing. Hardy breeds of ponies and 

goats are good at eating 
coarser grasses. 
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Up to 20% of scrub  
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WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

WHAT TO LOOK FOR.
Short turf with some taller spring 
grasses & early-flowering plants. Look 

for cowslips, violets & 
orchids, & shrubs l ike 

hawthorn & 
blackthorn. Wildlife 
includes red admiral 
but terfly, hares, 

pot ter flower bee & 
skylarks.  

Graze lightly in early spring, but 
remove stock by early April so plants 
l ike orchids don't get nibbled of f and 
miss flowering.   

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

WHAT TO LOOK FOR.
Many chalk species flowering. 
Scat tered scrub provides 
shade. Tight sward, 
bare ground & 
tussocky grass. Look 
for small scabious & 
harebell,  grizzled 
skipper & Adonis 
blue but terflies, 
cinnabar moths, plus 
swif ts & swallows above.

Avoid heavy grazing when plants are 
in flower. Wait until  they go to seed 
before bringing stock on to graze. 
Have a look at the structure - this will  
help you to decide how to graze.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

WHAT TO LOOK FOR.
Plants have largely 
gone & migrating 
birds will  be 
leaving. Devil’s bit 
scabious is sti l l  
showing & some 
but terflies are sti l l  
visible. From 
September, look for green, red and 
pink waxcap fungi - a sign of 
good-quality chalk grassland.

Start t igh ter grazing in September & 
continue until  February. If the 
sward wasn’t grazed over summer, 
i t  may be quite tall.  The coarser 
grasses will  be obvious & help you 

recognise if the area needs harder 
grazing.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

WHAT TO LOOK FOR.
Look at the sward - if  you have a 
mosaic structure across your 
grassland, there will  be lots of 
inver tebrates, such as caterpillars, 
hunkered down for winter.

Continue grazing - the cat tle will  
break up the turf & create bare 
ground for next year’s wildflowers. 
Tight grazing with sheep helps control 
ragwort. Also, t ime to tackle the scrub 
if i t  is an issue.
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